
held March 24 in Rockville, and the Coun-
cil will consider a resolution about the pro-
posed changes at its meeting on April 6.
!e Transportation Committee of the 

Tower Senior Association of Victory Tower, 
7051 Carroll Avenue, has been advocating 
for a change in bus service for more than a 
year.  Residents of the building for seniors 
and disabled persons have wanted easier ac-
cess to the Takoma Park Community Cen-
ter on Maple Avenue, with its Senior Room 
and special programs, as well as to the pub-
lic pool in the adjacent Piney Branch El-
ementary School.  Currently, residents must 
take two buses to travel the approximately 
six blocks to the facilities. 

Besides urging Ride On to make the route 
change, the Takoma Tower residents asked 
for City Council support of their request.  
Resolution #2008-46 was adopted last May, 
giving that support.  Residents of Maple 
Avenue and Houston Avenue weighed in 
on the topic when the resolution was being 
considered, and their comments were also 
shared with Ride On.  Ride On sta" have 

E lection integrity is a major issue 
both nationally and international-
ly. During the City’s annual Arbor 

Day celebration, Takoma Park will try 
out what may be one solution. 

From 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on April 
11, City residents and their families and 
friends are invited to participate in a 
mock election administered by the City 
and its Board of Elections. !e point of 
this mock election is to give voters an 
opportunity to test out and provide feed-
back to the City on the voting system it 
will use in the November 2009 municipal 
elections.

First among the many characteristics 
that set this system apart from those pre-
viously used by the City is that voters will 
be able to con#rm that their ballots were 
counted. 

As part of their ballot, voters will re-
ceive a con#rmation code that they can 
write down, take home and check online 
to make sure their votes were counted. 

!e con#rmation number does not say 
how you voted and your vote remains 
private. What it does say, however, is that 
your vote is included in the #nal tally 
and that the machine read your vote cor-
rectly. 
!e system is paper-based and works 

like an optical scan voting system, mak-
ing it easy to use. !e only di"erence is 
that when you vote, instead of a com-
pletely black bubble, you will see the con-
#rmation number appear as shown in the 
illustration above.  

Writing down and checking the con#r-
mation number is optional.

So, this Arbor Day, while enjoying the 
festivities, drop by the Community Cen-
ter Azalea Room to see how the system 
works. Try it out, ask questions, give 
feedback, and enjoy the refreshments! 

To obtain more information on the 
Arbor Day Mock Election, visit the 
City’s website at www.takomaparkmd.
gov. Questions may also be addressed to 
the City Clerk’s o$ce at 301-891-7267 or 
Clerk@takomagov.org . M
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NO TRASH 
HOLIDAYS 
Trash collection 

on schedule  
this month

INSIDE: 
Crossroad Development . Page 6

Speed Cameras ............ Page 10

Banned Books ............... Page 15

YOUR CITY BUDGET:
Educate Yourself: 
Proposal, April 6

Express Yourself: 
Public Hearing,  

7:30 p.m. April 13

See page 15

By Rick Henry

C ity o$cials were thrilled when word 
came March 23 that Takoma Park will 
receive some of the federal stimulus 

money that’s kept legislators busy since the 
package was passed in January. Two storm-
water management projects will be funded: 
$160,000 goes to the Linden Avenue wet-
lands stormwater management system, and 
$70,000 is slated for the green roof on the 
Community Center. In addition, the State 

Highway Administration will receive money 
for resurfacing New Hampshire Avenue from 
East West Highway to Holton Lane. 

For weeks, the City Council and sta" have 
had their eyes open and their shovels ready 
– for that “shovel-ready” requirement. At the 
February 9 City Council meeting, members 
developed a long wish list of outstanding 
projects they would like to address should 
the City qualify for the funding.  Realizing 
that opportunities might need to be identi-
#ed and proposed quickly, the City sta" was 

given %exibility to apply for any projects they 
expected would qualify.

“We didn’t want to be in a situation where 
[an opportunity arose, and] we were waiting 
on the next Council meeting to get approval 
and we missed an application deadline,” said 
Suzanne Ludlow, deputy city manager. “If it’s 
a project that meets the general goal of the 
City — sidewalks, streets, water improve-
ment etc… we were authorized to go for it.”

By Suzanne Ludlow 
Deputy City Manager

A s part of the Montgomery Coun-
ty budget cuts being proposed by 
County Executive Isiah Leggett, Ride 

On bus service is proposed to be reduced 
across the county, beginning July 1, 2009.  
Although City o$cials say the area will still 
be well served by public transportation, the 
proposed reductions in bus service will af-
fect many Takoma Park residents. 

In conjunction with the reductions, Ride 
On sta" has proposed a modi#cation of 
Route 18 in Takoma Park to serve Victory 
Tower residents on Carroll Avenue who re-

quested direct bus service between their 
building and the Takoma Park Community 
Center and Piney Branch Pool.

Bus routes to be a"ected by the proposed 
changes are Routes 3, 15, 17, 18 and 25.

Ride On will accept public comment 
on the proposed changes until 5 p.m. on 
March 31, 2009.  Comments are to be sent 
to Carolyn Biggins, Chief, Division of Tran-
sit Services, 101 Monroe Street, 5th Floor, 
Rockville, Maryland, 20850; by fax to 240-
777-5801; or by e-mail to mcdot.rideonbus@
montgomerycountymd.gov.
!e Takoma Park City Council and a 

number of residents testi#ed about the pro-
posed changes at a Ride On public forum 

Proposed Ride On Bus Changes to Affect Takoma Park

City Receives Federal Stimulus Funds

PROPOSED RIDE
continues on page 14

This Arbor Day: Plant the Seeds 
for Election Verifiability

STIMULUS FUNDING
continues on page 16

The Route 25 Ride On Bus is one of 
several pegged for change. Here, it 
stops at Houston and Roanoke.
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