This Arbor Day: Plant the Seeds
for Election Verifiability

lection integrity is a major issue
E both nationally and international-

ly. During the City’s annual Arbor
Day celebration, Takoma Park will try
out what may be one solution.

From 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on April
11, City residents and their families and
friends are invited to participate in a
mock election administered by the City
and its Board of Elections. The point of
this mock election is to give voters an
opportunity to test out and provide feed-
back to the City on the voting system it
will use in the November 2009 municipal
elections.

First among the many characteristics
that set this system apart from those pre-
viously used by the City is that voters will
be able to confirm that their ballots were
counted.

As part of their ballot, voters will re-
ceive a confirmation code that they can
write down, take home and check online
to make sure their votes were counted.

Mark

Record

3. PROVISIONAL VOTE

Check

scantegrity.org

Your code:| JX 3 ace

WRITE CONFIRMATION CODES 1M

'T/
:: Y V

\_ 7

> W

The confirmation number does not say
how you voted and your vote remains
private. What it does say, however, is that
your vote is included in the final tally
and that the machine read your vote cor-
rectly.

The system is paper-based and works
like an optical scan voting system, mak-
ing it easy to use. The only difference is
that when you vote, instead of a com-
pletely black bubble, you will see the con-
firmation number appear as shown in the
illustration above.

Writing down and checking the confir-
mation number is optional.

So, this Arbor Day, while enjoying the
festivities, drop by the Community Cen-
ter Azalea Room to see how the system
works. Try it out, ask questions, give
feedback, and enjoy the refreshments!

To obtain more information on the
Arbor Day Mock Election, visit the
City’s website at www.takomaparkmd.
gov. Questions may also be addressed to
the City Clerk’s office at 301-891-7267 or
Clerk@takomagov.org .



